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who is accompanied at all times by an 
experienced miner who is familiar with 
hazards specific to the mine site.

§ 46.12 Responsibility for independent 
contractor training. 

(a)(1) Each production-operator has 
primary responsibility for ensuring 
that site-specific hazard awareness 
training is given to employees of inde-
pendent contractors who are required 
to receive such training under § 46.11 of 
this part. 

(2) Each production-operator must 
provide information to each inde-
pendent contractor who employs a per-
son at the mine on site-specific mine 
hazards and the obligation of the con-
tractor to comply with our regulations, 
including the requirements of this 
part. 

(b)(1) Each independent contractor 
who employs a miner, as defined in 
§ 46.2, at the mine has primary respon-
sibility for complying with §§ 46.3 
through 46.10 of this part, including 
providing new miner training, newly 
hired experienced miner training, new 
task training, and annual refresher 
training. 

(2) The independent contractor must 
inform the production-operator of any 
hazards of which the contractor is 
aware that may be created by the per-
formance of the contractor’s work at 
the mine.
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Subpart A—Purpose, Scope, Ap-
plicability, and Initial Miner 
Training

§ 47.1 Purpose of a HazCom standard; 
applicability. 

The purpose of this part is to reduce 
injuries and illnesses by ensuring that 
each operator— 

(a) Identifies the chemicals at the 
mine, 

(b) Determines which chemicals are 
hazardous,
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(c) Establishes a HazCom program, 
and 

(d) Informs each miner who can be 
exposed, and other on-site operators 
whose miners can be exposed, about 
chemical hazards and appropriate pro-
tective measures. 

(e) As of September 23, 2002, all mines 
employing six or more miners are re-
quired to comply with this part. 

(f) As of March 21, 2003, all mines em-
ploying five or fewer miners are re-
quired to comply with this part.

§ 47.2 Operators and chemicals cov-
ered; initial miner training. 

(a) This part applies to any operator 
producing or using a hazardous chem-
ical to which a miner can be exposed 
under normal conditions of use or in a 
foreseeable emergency. (Subpart J of 
this part lists exemptions from cov-
erage.) 

(b) Operators of mines which employ 
six or more miners must instruct each 
miner with information about the 
physical and health hazards of chemi-
cals in the miner’s work area, the pro-
tective measures a miner can take 
against these hazards, and the contents 
of the mine’s HazCom program by Sep-
tember 23, 2002. Operators of mines 
that employ five or fewer miners must 
instruct each miner with information 
about the physical and health hazards 
of chemicals in the miner’s work area, 
the protective measures a miner can 
take against these hazards, and the 
contents of the mine’s HazCom pro-
gram by March 21, 2003.

Subpart B—Definitions

§ 47.11 Definitions of terms used in 
this part. 

The definitions in Table 47.11 apply 
in this part as follows:

TABLE 47.11—DEFINITIONS 

Term Definition for purposes of HazCom 

Access ..................................................................... The right to examine and copy records. 
Article ...................................................................... A manufactured item, other than a fluid or particle, that— 

(1) Is formed to a specific shape or design during manufacture, and 
(2) Has end-use functions dependent on its shape or design. 

Chemical ................................................................. Any element, chemical compound, or mixture of these. 
Chemical name ....................................................... (1) The scientific designation of a chemical in accordance with the nomen-

clature system of either the International Union of Pure and Applied 
Chemistry (IUPAC) or the Chemical Abstracts Service (CAS), or 

(2) A name that will clearly identify the chemical for the purpose of con-
ducting a hazard evaluation. 

Common name ........................................................ Any designation or identification (such as a code name, code number, trade 
name, brand name, or generic name) used to identify a chemical other 
than by its chemical name. 

Consumer product ................................................... A product or component of a product that is packaged, labeled, and distrib-
uted in the same form and concentration as it is sold for use by the gen-
eral public. 

Container ................................................................. (1) Any bag, barrel, bottle, box, can, cylinder, drum, reaction vessel, stor-
age tank, or the like. 

(2) The following are not considered to be containers for the purpose of 
compliance with this part: 

(i) Pipes or piping systems; 
(ii) Conveyors; and 
(iii) Engines, fuel tanks, or other operating systems or parts in a vehicle. 

Cosmetics and drugs .............................................. (1) Cosmetics are any article applied to the human body for cleansing, 
beautifying, promoting attractiveness, or altering appearance. 

(2) Drugs are any article used to affect the structure or any function of the 
body of humans or other animals. 

CPSC ...................................................................... The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission. 
Designated representative ...................................... (1) Any individual or organization to whom a miner gives written authoriza-

tion to exercise the miner’s rights under this part, or 
(2) A representative of miners under part 40 of this chapter. 

EPA ......................................................................... The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
Exposed .................................................................. Subjected, or potentially subjected, to a physical or health hazard in the 

course of employment. ‘‘Subjected,’’ in terms of health hazards, includes 
any route of entry, such as through the lungs (inhalation), the stomach 
(ingestion), or the skin (skin absorption). 

Foreseeable emergency ......................................... Any potential occurrence that could result in an uncontrolled release of a 
hazardous chemical into the mine. 
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